7th Grade AVID
Mrs. Campbell – Room 312
Welcome to 7th Grade AVID! I am very excited to have you as a part of this class. AVID is an academic elective that focuses on preparing students for college and career success.  Each week in AVID looks different, but we will be engaging in tutor-led study groups, community building activities, and a rigorous focus on reading and writing skills.  We will also have guest speakers and take field trips throughout the year.
A Typical Week in AVID

	Monday
	Projects, organization (binder checks), study skills, critical reading, writing, and more

	Tuesday
	Tutorials

	Wednesday
	Projects, organization (binder checks), study skills, critical reading, writing, and more

	Thursday
	Tutorials

	Friday
	Team Building, Grade Check/Catch-up day


Classroom Expectations

· Be Safe, Be Responsible, and Be Respectful. These are Townsend’s school-wide expectations.
· Come to class on time, prepared, and ready to learn.

· Be courteous and respectful to others at all times.

· Talk only when it is your turn.

· Encourage your classmates to be successful (learning is a team effort!).
· Keep cell phones and other electronic devices turned off and in backpacks. 
Disciplinary Action

Students who do not comply with classroom rules and expectations will face the following disciplinary actions:

· Step 1: Verbal Warning

· Step 2: Student Self-Check – This provides students an opportunity to reflect on their behavior and plan a course of action for improvement

· Step 3: Incident 1 Documented and Parent Notified
· Step 4: Incident 2 Documented and Parent Notified

· Step 5: Incident 3 Documented and Parent Notified

· Step 6: Incident 4 – Office Referral, Office Detention, Meeting with AP, and parent contacted by office
Technological Resources

The use of technology is an important element of learning. As such, we will be using various technological resources in class and at home. 

· Aeries Parent/Student Portal
The Aeries Parent/Student Portal provides parents/guardians and students with instant access to assignments, grades, and overall progress. Parents and students will be able to create a login for this website to view grades for each assignment, quiz, and test, as well as the student’s overall grade at any given point in time. Instructions for creating and accessing the Aeries Portal can be found on the district website (www.chino.k12.ca.us) under the “Parents” tab. Grades will be updated biweekly.
· Google Classroom
All assignments, notes, and agenda items will be posted daily on Google Classroom. Each period will receive the class code to join Google Classroom during the first week of school. Parents will also receive an invitation to Google Classroom. Google Classroom is a vital resource, especially when students are absent.

· Student Chromebooks
Each student will be issued a Chromebook. It is imperative that students follow all Chromebook expectations. Chromebooks should be charged at home daily. However, it is good practice to bring the Chromebook charger to school in case the battery dies.
Grading Policy

Each student’s overall grade in class is calculated with the following percentages:

Binder/Grade Checks – 33%

Tutorials – 33%

Projects/Classwork – 34%
Binder/Grade Checks – Staying organized is an important life skill to have.  As a result, students are expected to have their 3 Ring binder with them always and place work from classes inside.  There will be binder checks weekly. Each week, students will have a binder check or a grade check (or maybe both).  A binder check makes sure students have all materials needed to be successful.  A grade check has students record their current grades and get teacher and parent signatures.

Tutorials – Tutorials are a collaborative group activity where students help each other work through things they didn’t understand. Students are expected to come to class with their Tutorial Request Form (TRF) filled out and ready to go.

Projects/Classwork – Many types of activities fall into this category.  Students can be working on a college research project, completing an activity about how to take notes, close reading a text for a class discussion, just to name a few!  Some projects have multiple parts with smaller due dates, so use your time well.

It is a school-wide policy that extra credit will not be given. Students that are organized, work diligently, and are focused in class will succeed without the need for extra credit.

Students and parents need to keep track of student progress on the Aeries Parent Portal. Progress reports are sent home from the school district every six weeks.

The final letter grade is based on the following:
A=90-100%
B=80-89%
C=70-79%
D=60-69%
F=0-59% 

If at any time your student’s grade falls below 65%, you will be notified via phone, e-mail, mail, or conference. 

Work Habits/Effort/Behavior:

O – Outstanding

S – Satisfactory

N – Needs Improvement

U – Unsatisfactory 

Academic Honesty

Copying another student’s work (with or without permission), letting a classmate copy, or cheating on an exam is an automatic drop in both work habits and citizenship marks. A zero on the assignment and an 8th period detention or office referral will be given as well. Retaking an exam will only be permitted at the instructor’s discretion.

Homework/Late Work

AVID students should never have missing work in any of their classes, including AVID!  If you do, on grade check days, your AVID class period will be spent making up that missing work.

Assignments not turned in will be marked as missing and receive zero credit. Late work will be penalized 50% of its total value. An assignment will be considered late if it is turned in at any point after the day that this assignment has been collected in class. AVID is a class that is meant to support you, but you must do your part too.  If you do not fulfill the avid agreement (see page 5), we will have conferences to work on an action plan to address the issue.  

Academic Honesty

Copying another student’s work (with or without permission), letting a classmate copy, or cheating on an exam is an automatic drop in both work habits and citizenship marks. A zero on the assignment and an 8th period detention or office referral will be given as well. Retaking an exam will only be permitted at the instructor’s discretion.

Homework/Late Work

· Homework, when assigned, will be written on the board and students are expected to write down the assignment in their agendas. 

· Daily assignments and upcoming tests/quizzes will also be posted on Google Classroom.

· Assignments not turned in will be marked as missing and receive zero credit. Late work will be penalized 20% of its total value. An assignment will be considered late if it is turned in at any point after the day that the assignment was collected in class. 
· Consideration will be given to circumstances outside of students’ control. In such instances, the 20% penalty may be waived, and students may receive full credit for late assignments. 
Absences

· When a student returns from an absence, it is that student’s responsibility to check Google Classroom and file(s) in the classroom for homework, handouts, or other assignments which may have been assigned/distributed during the absence. 

· Work must be turned in no later than the number of absent days (ex: if you were absent one day, you have one day to turn in missed homework; if you were absent two days, you have two days to turn in missed homework).

· Requests can be made to the school office for homework pick-up in the case of an absence lasting 3 or more days.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will respond to all e-mails within 24 hours or the next business day. I am looking forward to a great school year!

Gillian Campbell
(909)591-2161

gillian_campbell@chino.k12.ca.us
AVID Supplies

We will build the AVID binder during the second week of school. The following materials are important for success in AVID:
· 1.5 or 2 Inch Binder – Please get one that is heavy duty…this will take a beating during the school year!
· School agenda
· 8 Tab dividers
· Notebook paper – College ruled paper is preferred.
· 3 ring zipper pouch (this must be a three ring one, as it will go into the front of your binder) with:
· 2 or more pens
· 2 or more pencils
· Extra lead (if Mechanical) or sharpener (if wooden)
· 1 or more highlighters
· Binder hole punch
Recommended:
· Glue stick
· Ruler
· Mini Stapler
· Calculator (whatever one your math teacher recommends)
The following items should be brought to school daily:

· Fully charged Chromebook

· Chromebook charger

· Book for silent reading
If you have any problems getting these materials, please send me an email or talk to me as soon as possible!
AVID Contract
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This contract will be presented at the AVID Student/Parent Night (TBD), where students, teachers and parents will sign that they are willing to commit to these responsibilities.

Student Responsibilities:
I will prepare myself for success by:
· Maintaining at least a 2.0 GPA in all academic classes.  This means that I need a C or better in Math, Science, History and English.  If I do not, I will be placed on an Action Plan.
· Maintaining satisfactory citizenship in all classes or will be placed on an Action Plan.
· Maintaining satisfactory attendance or will be placed on an Action Plan.
· Maintaining the AVID binder (with all materials, focused notes, handouts and graded work from all classes) and use the school agenda daily.
· Completing ALL HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS given by my teachers.  
· Being an active learner, be prepared for all classes with assigned work completed, take focused notes, and be an active participant in class.
· Participating in AVID Tutorials.  I will come to AVID class prepared with the TRF pre-work completed, my AVID binder, and my math book.
· Participating in AVID field trips and activities. 
Student Agreement:
I agree to be an active member of the AVID elective class, because I want to succeed.  I understand that I must take individual responsibility for my success and know that Mrs. Campbell is there to help me do that. I understand that I will be allowed to stay in AVID only if I meet the student responsibilities.
Parent/Guardian Responsibilities
I will support my child by:
· Communicating with my student’s AVID teacher and attending any parent meetings or events.
· Monitoring my child’s grades on AERIES.  If you need help signing up, send your student’s AVID teacher an email.
· Making sure my child is keeping their binder organized and using their agenda daily. 
AVID Teacher Responsibilities
I will support AVID students and their families by:
· Providing opportunities for critical thinking, reading and writing lessons.
· Communicating promptly and posting grades on AERIES.
· Making sure that students represent the three Townsend Expectations (Be Safe, Be Respectful, and Be Responsible) both on campus and at AVID events.
· Teaching and giving students opportunities to practice skills that will prepare them for high school, college, and career.
Signature Page

This page is your first homework assignment!  It must be signed by you and your parent/guardian and returned by Friday, August 16th.  
· I have read the class syllabus and understand what is expected of me/my student in order to make this a great year in AVID.
· I will make every effort to attend the AVID parent/student night (date TBD).
· I will bring my materials to class everyday.
Student name (printed) _______________________________________________
Student signature ____________________________________________________
Date: ___________________________

Parent/guardians:
In AVID, we do many fun activities that I would like to share on Townsend’s website, with other schools, and with the district.  Please check one of the boxes below.
· I give permission for my student to be photographed/videoed     
· I do not give permission for my student to be photographed/videoed
Parent/guardian signature___________________________________________
Date_____________________________
